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Crispus Attucks was a man of mystery. Born a slave in Framingham,
Massachusetts, in 1723, little is known about his early life. But his actions
on March 5, 1770, would make him a martyr for the cause of American
independence and a symbol of courage and resilience for generations of
Americans.

On that fateful day, a mob of colonists gathered outside the Boston
Customs House to protest the Townshend Acts, a series of taxes imposed
by the British government. Attucks, a dockworker and former sailor, was
among the crowd. As tensions mounted, British soldiers opened fire on the
colonists, killing five people, including Attucks.
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Attucks' death was a turning point in the American Revolution. It helped to
galvanize the colonists and convince them that they were fighting for a just
cause. Attucks became a symbol of the struggle for freedom and equality,
and his name is still remembered today as one of the first heroes of the
American Revolution.

Early Life and Career

Crispus Attucks was born into slavery in Framingham, Massachusetts, in
1723. His father was a slave named Prince Yonger, and his mother was a
Native American woman named Nancy Attucks.

Attucks grew up working on his master's farm. He was a strong and skilled
worker, and he quickly gained a reputation as a hard worker. In his early
twenties, Attucks ran away from slavery and made his way to Boston.

In Boston, Attucks worked as a dockworker and a sailor. He also became
involved in the growing movement for American independence. Attucks was
a vocal critic of British rule, and he often participated in protests against the
Townshend Acts.

The Boston Massacre

On March 5, 1770, a mob of colonists gathered outside the Boston
Customs House to protest the Townshend Acts. Attucks was among the
crowd. As tensions mounted, British soldiers opened fire on the colonists,
killing five people, including Attucks.

Attucks' death was a turning point in the American Revolution. It helped to
galvanize the colonists and convince them that they were fighting for a just
cause. Attucks became a symbol of the struggle for freedom and equality,



and his name is still remembered today as one of the first heroes of the
American Revolution.

Legacy

Crispus Attucks' legacy is one of courage, resilience, and sacrifice. He was
a man who stood up for what he believed in, even in the face of danger. His
death helped to spark the American Revolution, and his name is still
remembered today as a symbol of the fight for freedom and equality.

There are many ways to honor Crispus Attucks' legacy. We can learn about
his life and his contributions to the American Revolution. We can visit the
Crispus Attucks Monument in Boston, or we can attend one of the many
events that are held in his honor each year.

Most importantly, we can live our lives in a way that reflects the values that
Attucks fought for. We can stand up for what we believe in, even when it is
difficult. We can work to create a more just and equitable world for all.

Timeline

1723
Crispus Attucks is born into slavery in Framingham, Massachusetts.

1750
Attucks runs away from slavery and makes his way to Boston.

1770
Attucks is killed in the Boston Massacre.

1888
The Crispus Attucks Monument is erected in Boston.
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