Life, America, and the Road to Key West: A
Biker's Perspective

In the summer of 2018, | set out on a motorcycle journey from New York
City to Key West, Florida. | had always dreamed of riding across America,
and | was eager to experience the country's diverse landscapes and
cultures. | packed my motorcycle with all the essentials—tent, sleeping
bag, cooking gear, and a few changes of clothes—and hit the open road.

My first stop was Philadelphia, where | visited Independence Hall and the
Liberty Bell. | was struck by the city's rich history and its role in the founding
of the United States. From Philadelphia, | rode south through Delaware and
Maryland, and into Virginia. | stopped at Mount Vernon, the home of
George Washington, and learned about his life and legacy. | continued
south through North Carolina and South Carolina, and into Georgia. | rode
through the Blue Ridge Mountains, and marveled at their beauty. | stopped
at the Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site in Atlanta, and learned
about his life and work. | continued south through Alabama and Florida,
and finally reached Key West. | had ridden over 2,000 miles, and | had
seen some of the most amazing places in the country.
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Along the way, | met a lot of interesting people. | met fellow bikers, who
were always willing to lend a hand. | met locals, who were eager to share
their stories. | met people from all walks of life, and | learned a lot about the
country and its people. | learned about the history of the United States, and
| learned about the challenges that the country faces today. | learned about
the diversity of the country, and | learned about the strength of the
American spirit. | learned a lot about myself, and | learned what | am
capable of. | learned that | am stronger than | thought | was, and | learned
that | am capable of anything | set my mind to.

The road to Key West was a journey of a lifetime. It was a journey of
discovery, and a journey of self-discovery. It was a journey that changed my
life, and it is a journey that | will never forget.

Here are some of the highlights of my journey:
= Riding through the Blue Ridge Mountains
= Visiting Mount Vernon
= Learning about Martin Luther King Jr.'s life and work
= Meeting fellow bikers and locals
= Experiencing the diversity of the country
= Learning about the history of the United States

= Learning about the challenges that the country faces today
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= Learning about the strength of the American spirit
= Learning about myself

= Learning what | am capable of

If you are thinking about taking a motorcycle journey across America,
| encourage you to do it. It is an experience that you will never forget.
Here are a few tips to help you plan your trip:

= Plan your route in advance. There are many different routes that you
can take, so it is important to choose one that fits your interests and
time frame.

= Book your accommodations in advance. This is especially important if
you are traveling during peak season.

= Pack light. You will be riding for long hours, so you don't want to be
weighed down by a lot of luggage.

= Be prepared for the weather. The weather can change quickly, so be
sure to pack clothing for all types of conditions.

= Be aware of your surroundings. This is especially important when you
are riding in unfamiliar areas.

= Have fun! This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience, so make the most of
it.

| hope that this article has inspired you to take a motorcycle journey across
America. It is an experience that you will never forget.

Thank you for reading!
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L VerE SMITH
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