
Buffalo Is the New Buffalo: The Rise and Fall
of an American City
Buffalo, New York, was once one of the most prosperous cities in America.
It was a major hub for industry and commerce, and its citizens enjoyed a
high standard of living. But by the end of the 20th century, Buffalo had
fallen on hard times. The city's industries had closed down, and its
population had plummeted. Buffalo became a symbol of urban decay and
decline.
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In recent years, however, Buffalo has begun to experience a revival. The
city has invested in new industries, and its population is starting to grow
again. Buffalo is still a long way from its former glory, but it is on the path to
becoming a thriving city once again.

The story of Buffalo is a microcosm of the story of America. The city's rise
and fall is a reflection of the rise and fall of American industry. Buffalo's
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revival is a sign that America can still overcome its challenges and emerge
stronger than before.

Buffalo Is the New Buffalo is a fascinating and inspiring book that tells the
story of the city's decline and revival. It is a must-read for anyone interested
in the history of cities, the rise and fall of industry, and the challenges facing
America today.

The Rise of Buffalo

Buffalo was founded in 1801 at the mouth of the Niagara River. The city's
location made it a natural hub for trade and commerce. In the 19th century,
Buffalo became a major center for the grain trade, and it was also a major
port for the shipping of iron ore from the Mesabi Range in Minnesota.

The growth of industry in Buffalo was fueled by the city's access to cheap
water power from the Niagara River. Buffalo became a major center for the
production of steel, chemicals, and other goods. By the early 20th century,
Buffalo was one of the most prosperous cities in America.

The Fall of Buffalo

The decline of Buffalo began in the 1950s. The city's industries were hit
hard by foreign competition, and many factories closed down. The loss of
jobs led to a decline in population, and Buffalo's economy entered a
downward spiral.

By the end of the 20th century, Buffalo had become a symbol of urban
decay. The city's once-vibrant downtown was filled with empty storefronts,
and its population had plummeted to less than half of what it had been at its
peak.



The Revival of Buffalo

In recent years, Buffalo has begun to experience a revival. The city has
invested in new industries, such as healthcare and tourism. The city has
also made a concerted effort to improve its infrastructure and public
spaces.

The result of these efforts has been a gradual but steady improvement in
Buffalo's economy and quality of life. The city's population has begun to
grow again, and its downtown is once again becoming a vibrant place to
live and work.

Buffalo is still a long way from its former glory, but it is on the path to
becoming a thriving city once again. The city's story is a reminder that even
the most troubled cities can overcome their challenges and emerge
stronger than before.
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And Yet: Essays by Christopher Hitchens
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